




















































































































































































 
July 22, 1878 or 1879 

- at 18 Bielańska Street in Warsaw, Henryk Goldszmit was born, 
the son of Cecylia nee G ębicka and Józef Goldszmit 

1884- 1897 
- starts attending the Augustyn Szmurła Primary School in Freta Street in Warsaw 

- then attends the Pragha Junior High School (Russian State Junior High School of Philology) in Warsaw 
1896 

- his father dies after a prolonged illness (several years); Henryk – as a Junior High School 
s tudent, supports his family by tutoring 

- makes his debut as a writer in the satirical weekly 'Kolce' (Thorns) 
1898 

- obtains a High School Diploma (matriculation) and applies to the Medical Department 
of the Imperial University of Warsaw 

- works for charity in the reading rooms of Warszawskie Towarzystwo Dobroczynności 
(Warsaw Charitable Society) 

1898- 1899 
- takes part in a competition for a theatrical play, submitting it under the pseudonym of Janasz Korczak 

- his play Którędy [Which Way?] wins an award 
- spends his summer holidays in Switzerland, where he becomes more closely acquainted 

with Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi's work and pedagogical activities; he visits schools, 
libraries, reading rooms and hospitals for children 

1900 
- in the Wędrowiec weekly [Wanderer], he publishes a series of articles titled 'Children 
and Education' and signs them with the pseudonym Janusz Korczak, for the first time 

 
 



circa 1900 
- starts studying at the secret Flying University (his teachers are, among others: 

Ludwik Krzywicki, Wacław Nałkowski, Jan Władysław Dawid, circa 1901 
- works at Stefania Sempolowska's boarding school for girls 

- publishes his first novel Children of the Streets, 1901 
- becomes a member of Warszawskie Towarzystwo Higieniczne 

[Warsaw Society of Hygiene] 
1904 

- establishes cooperation with the weekly 'Głos' (The Voice) 
- regularly attends meetings in the house of the Dawid family (the guests are, among others: 

Stanislaw Przybyszewski, Adolf Warski, Julian Marchlewski, Stanislaw Brzozowski, 
Adolf Nowaczyński, Boleslaw Miciński) 

1905- 1906 
- receives his Medical Degree, starts work at the Berson and Bauman Children's Hospital in Warsaw 

- as a military doctor, he takes part in the Russo- Japanese War in the Far East, Siberia and Manchuria 
- his book Koszałki- opałki [Fiddle-Faddle] is published (a selection of his short articles published 

on the pages of the 'Kolce' weekly (Thorns) 
- his novel, Dziecko Salonu (Child of the Drawing Room), is released in book form 

1907 - 1908 
- stays in Berlin in order to broaden his knowledge and medical practice 

- is involved as a tutor in summer camps for children: in the first year in Michałówka 
(for Jewish boys), in the second year, in Wilhelmówka (for Polish boys) 

1908 
- he becomes board member of Towarzystwo Pomocy dla Sierot [The Orphans Aid Society], 

participates in the creation of the orphanage for Jewish children at 92 Krochmalna Street in Warsaw 
1909 

- is arrested in connection with his activities at Towarzystwo Kultury Polskiej 
[the Society of Polish Culture] 

1910- 1911 
- his works: Mośki, Jośki and Srule followed by Józki, Jaśki and Franki are published in book form 

- his stays in Paris and London to study 
1912 

- is appointed director of the Dom Sierot Orphanage, 
Stefania Wilczyńska becomes the head teacher 

 



1913 
- his novel Sława [Fame] is published 

1914- 1918 
- as a Russian army doctor, takes part in World War I 

(divisional hospital on the Ukrainian Front) 
- works as a doctor in shelters for Ukrainian children near Kiev, Ukraine, 

meets Maria Rogowska- Falska, the head of a juvenile home for Polish boys in Kiev 
1918 

- the first part of Jak kochać dzieci - Dziecko w rodzinie [How to Love Children 
- The Child in the Family], is published. 

1919 
- his work Momenty wychowawcze [Observing Education] is published 

1919- 1920 
- during the Polish- Soviet war, he works in militarized hospitals for infectious diseases 

in Łódź and Warsaw, where he contracts typhus 
- his mother's death (dying of typhus, which she contracted while nursing her son) 

- Jak kochać Dzieci. Internat. Kolonie letnie, Jak kochać Dzieci, Dom sierot [How to Love 
a Child, The Dormitory, Summer Camps, How to Love Children and The Orphanage] are published 

(the reprint of these works in 1929, is entitled Jak kochać dziecko [How to Love a Child] 
1919 - 1936 

- collaboration with Maria Falska, director of Nasz Dom [Our Home], 
first in Pruszków near Warsaw, then in Bielany in Warsaw 

1920 
- writes the preface to a new release of a dissertation by Jędrzej Śniadecki, 

O fizycznym wychowaniu dzieci [On Physical Education of Children] 
1921 

- in the village of Czaplowizna, municipality of Wawer near Warsaw, the 'Różyczka' 
summer camp centre (a subsidiary of the Dom Sierot Orphanage) is established 

- Towarzystwo Nasz Dom (Our Home Society) is established 
1922 

- Sam na sam z Bogiem. Modlitwy tych, którzy się nie modlą [Alone with God. 
Prayers of Those Who do not Pray] is published. 

- starts collaboration with Państwowy Instytut Pedegogiki Specjalnej 
(National Institute of Special Pedagogy) 

 



1923 
- his novel for children, Król Maciuś Pierwszy [King Matt the First] is published 

- its sequel, Król Maciuś na bezludnej wyspie (King Matt on a Deserted Island] is published 
- a guest wing is created in the Dom Sierot Orphange, for educators preparing 

to work with orphaned children 
1924 

- publishes the novel Bankructwo małego Dżeka (The Bankruptcy of Little Jack) 
1924 - 1939 

- is lecturer at Studium Społeczno-Oświatowe (Social Education College), co- operates with 
pedagogical magazines [Szkoła Specjalna, Opieka nad Dzieckiem, Przedszkole, Wychowanie 

Przedszkolne, Życie Dziecka, Dos Kind, Hechaluc Hacair), (Special School, Childcare, 
Kindergarten, Kindergarten Education, The Child's Life, Dos K ind, Hechaluc Hatzair] 

- acts as a legal expert on children at the Warsaw District Court 
1925 

- publishes his book Kiedy znów będę mały [When I Am Little Again] 
1926 

- his Dialogi bezwstydnie krótkie [Shamelessly Short Dialogues] appear in print 
- he is awarded the Silver Cross of Polonia Restituta 

1926 - 1930 
- initiates the creation and, together with the children, edits Mały Przegląd [The Little 

R eview], a weekly for children and youth (later on, Igor Newerly, takes over his editorial duties) 
1929 

- publishes his work Prawo dziecka do szacunku [The Child's Right to Respect] 
1930 

- publishes 'Prawidła życia. Pedagogika dla młodzieży I dorosłych'. 
[The Rules of Life. A Pedagogy for Youth and Adults] 

1931 
- his drama Senat szaleńców [The Lunatic Senate] is staged at the Ateneum Theatre in Warsaw 

1933 
- premiere of the play for children Dzieci podwórka [Children of the Backyard] 

1934 
- a few weeks stay in Palestine 

1935 
- his novel Kajtuś czarodziej [Kajtek the Wizard] is published 

 



1934 - 1936 
- as The Old Doctor he conducts Polish Radio talks for the youngest children 

1936 
- his second stay in Palestine 

1937 
- receives the Golden Laurel award of the Polish Academy of Literature 

1938 
- his biographical story of the life of Louis Pasteur Uparty chłopiec. Życie Ludwika Pasteura 

[The Stubborn Boy. The Life of Louis Pasteur] is published in 1939 
- Trzy wyprawy Herszka, Pedagogika żartobliwa [The three Expeditions of Herszek 

and Humorous Pedagogy] are published 
September 1939 

- co- operates with the Polish Radio Information Service up until the invasion of Warsaw 
by the Germans 

- earnestly fights to provide basic living conditions for the foster children of the Dom Sierot Orphanage 
1940 

- the forced relocation of the orphanage into the Ghetto, at 33 Chłodna Street 
- is arrested by the Germans and imprisoned for several weeks in the Pawiak prison 

1941 
- relocation of the Orphanage from 33 Chłodna Street to the corner of 16 Sienna Street/9 Śliska Street 

- struggles to preserve the Dom Sierot Orphanage, works in the Główny Dom Schronienia 
[ Main Refuge Home] at 39 Dzielna Street 

- maintains contacts with the youth groups of the resistance movement 
May - August 1942 

- writes the Diary 
- the orphanage children give a performance of Rabindranath Tagore's play, The Post Office 

July 22, 1942 
- the beginning of the extermination of the Warsaw Ghetto, Korczak's birthday 

August 5, 1942 
- Korczak and the children of the Dom Sierot Orphanage 

are transported to the Treblinka extermination camp 
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