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The Office of the Provincial Advocate for Children and Youth of Ontario released the biography by Lea Lipiner,  My Life as a Child of Janusz Korczak — the Father of Children’s 
Rights — The Biography of Shlomo Nadel, at the Legislative Assembly of Ontario On December 10, 2015. The book was created in partnership with the Janusz Korczak Association 
of Canada.

The photo exhibition of life in Dr. Korczak’s orphanage was featured at the book launch. The event was co-hosted by the Provincial Advocate for Children and Youth of Ontario and 
UNICEF Canada in recognition of International Human Rights Day. Pictures copyright: Shlomo Nadel.

This publication is financially supported by the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Vancouver. 
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Quotes

Introduction by the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Vancouver

Article 19 on the right to protection from abuse and neglect 
Article 20 on the right to protection of a child without a family

Article 5 on parental guidance in line with a child’s evolving capacities 
Article 27 on the right to an adequate standard of living

Article 28 Right to education 
Article 31 Leisure, play & culture

Article 24 on the right to health and health care services

Article 8 on the right to the preservation of identity

Article 14 on the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion

Article 14 on the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion

Article 29 on the goals of education 
Article 32 on protection from harmful labour

Article 27 on access to an adequate standard of living 
Article 32 on protection from harmful labour

Article 18 regarding parental responsibilities 
Article 24 on access to health and nutritious foods

Article 13 on the right to freedom of expression 
Article 31 on the right to rest, leisure, play, recreation, and cultural activities

Article 20 on the right to protection of a child without a family

Article 27 on access to an adequate standard of living

Article 31 on the right to rest, leisure, play, recreation, and cultural activities 
Article 13 on the right to freedom expression

Article 28 on the right to education

Article 31 on the right to rest, leisure, play, recreation, and cultural activities 
Article 29 on the goals of education

Article 19 on the right to protection from abuse and neglect 
Article 20 on the right to protection of a child without a family

Article 9 on protection from separation from parents

Article 29 on the goals of education

Article 31 on the right to rest, leisure, play, recreation, and cultural activities 
Article 29 on the goals of education

Article 12 on respect for the views of the child

Article 12 on respect for the views of the child

Article 18 regarding parental responsibilities 
Article 20 on the right to protection

Article 18 regarding parental responsibilities 
Article 29 on the goals of education

Reflective of the entire Convention on the Right of the Child

Acknowledgments

8

9

 
10

 
11

 
12

13

14

15

16

 
17

 
18

 
19

 
20

21

22

 
23

24

 
25

 
26

27

28

 
29

30

31

 
32

 
33

34

36



8

“Janusz Korczak was ahead of his time. His exceptional work and  ideas concerning the 
rights and interests of children influenced the drafting of the United Nation Convention on 
the Rights of the Child – one of the most popular, pro-social and pro-family instruments of 
international law. . He demanded that the world of adults observe the child’s right to respect 
and love. His famous quote, “There are no children, there are people,” is the best example 
of his fundamental maxim that children are rightful persons and citizens. Shlomo Nadel’s 
biography is a unique testimony of Korczak’s life, work and of the hope for peace, justice 
and equal rights for every human being – both adults and children. Statements given in 
this book will not let us forget Korczak’s role and the importance of his outstanding work 
as an advocate for children’s rights.” – Grzegorz Morawski, Consul General. Consulate 
General of the Republic of Poland

“Dr. Korczak’s work and writings as a paediatrician and director of orphanages for 30 years 
have become inextricably connected with both the theory and the practice of child care and 
education and his book, How to Love a Child, continues to have relevance and important 
insights today.” – Jerry Nussbaum, President, the Janusz Korczak Association of Canada

“The summer of 1935 when I was obliged to leave the orphanage, was for me similar to 
the expulsion from the Garden of Eden – a painful uprooting. I had originally reached the 
orphanage from a background of abject poverty with a very slight chance of surviving in 
the world. No words can ever express how significant Korczak’s orphanage was for a child 
like me.” – Shlomo Nadel, former resident of Dr. Korczak’s orphanage 

 

“True educators see their professions as a mission. They believe in the power of educa-
tion and learning. They are sensitive to the depth of the souls of their pupils and believe 
in the potential concealed within each and every child. They create optimum conditions 
under which their pupils can develop strong roots and thrive in a nourishing and fertile 
environment, towards their own personal development and success. Janusz Korczak was 
truly such an educator.” – Lea Lipiner, educator and author 

“Dr. Korczak was a visionary in seeing children as equal and encouraging them to de-
velop to their full potential. For all the systems and processes we need to help implement 
children’s rights, there’s little to surpass what is in the heart of a passionate and highly 
principled individual. We can continue his legacy for children by looking at all legisla-
tion and policy through the lens of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the use 
of structured Child Rights Impact Assessments, which are used internationally and more 
extensively in some other Canadian jurisdictions.” – Marv Bernstein, Chief Policy 
Advisor, UNICEF Canada.

“The book was inspirational and showed a side of child welfare that I have never seen 
before…ever! It provides a foundation for where we need to be in the future.  Today’s 
issue is that the child welfare leaders focus on the system, not the child. We are not there 
yet!” – Sheldon Caruana, Youth Amplifier, Office of the Provincial Advocate for 
Children and Youth

“Through disdain, distrust, and resentment, we do not allow children to organize them-
selves. With regards to our treatment of children, we do not consult the experts: the children 
themselves. Children account for a considerable portion of mankind, of the population, 
of nationals, residents, and citizens. They were always, are now, and will always be, out 
companions. They are the future.” – Chelsea Hopper, Youth Amplifier, Office of the 
Provincial Advocate for Children and Youth
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Poland and Janusz Korczak’s legacy. 

The story of Janusz Korczak is not only the story of one man and his ideas. Foremost, it is 
a story about changing our culture to be much more oriented toward respect for those who 
are the most fragile and vulnerable element of humanity (and, at the same time, the most 
important one): children. Janusz Korczak is known as the first person in the history of our 
culture who fully recognized the human being in a child. It seems obvious, but in fact we 
who are grown up, mature, and proud of our personal rights as adults, are hardly accepting 
of the autonomy, wisdom, and childish maturity that kids are able to demonstrate in living 
their own lives. Janusz Korczak, called “the Good Doctor”, is a legendary Polish-Jewish 
personality, murdered by Germans together with a group of orphans who he took care of 
in occupied Warsaw, who understood that human rights could be realized fully and truly 
only by respecting the rights of the child. 

The Good Doctor was the first to be recognized as the “advocate of children”. But in fact 
other representatives of the Polish “intelligentsia” had also engaged in a campaign for the 
rights of children, bringing these issues to light through characters in Polish literature of 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Indeed, Janusz Korczak was the product 
of Polish civilization of the nineteenth century, the civilization which created the ideal 
of an educated, open-minded gentleman, sensitive on social issues, dedicated to work for 
others, not necessarily religious but exemplary regarding his personal ethic, a bit leftist but 
certainly a patriotic person. Korczak was a Polish “intelligent” par excellence, a product 
of Polish culture: the amalgam of Catholicism, Protestantism, Judaism, Orthodox, and 
others beliefs including modernism, socialism, conservatism, and nationalisms of different 
ethnic groups... But he was also Polish and patriotic, as Korczak was a Polish Jew and a 
Polish patriot in one.

He was one of the most eminent exponents of the group of activists who dedicated themselves 
to provide an education for every single child in Poland. His non-Jewish colleagues who 
weren’t trapped in ghettos during the German occupation of Poland built up a clandestine 
education network: underground elementary schools, secondary schools and even univer-
sities and medical schools, severely forbidden by the German occupying administration, 

which punished anyone who was teaching or studying in underground schools with the 
death penalty or deportation to Auschwitz, Majdanek or other concentration camps. The 
love for every child and strong conviction that their humanity must be fully respected in 
spite of the genocide system introduced by Nazi Germans was the main rule for the intel-
ligentsia of that time in Warsaw.

The legacy of Janusz Korczak was fully respected in post-war Poland. Teachers who sur-
vived and were familiar with Korczak’s methodology were trying to introduce it in schools. 
At the same time Poland is the unique country, where children honor adults by the special 
decoration: “The Order of Sunshine” - also following inspirations of Janusz Korczak. 

Janusz Korczak was the inspiration for Poland to propose the Convention of the Rights 
of the Child which was finally approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
Nov. 20th, 1989. 

Polish - Jewish lawyer Rafael Lemkin was the one who coined the term “genocide” and his 
book “The Axes of Evil” was fundamental for the creation of the “Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights”. Jan Karski, the famous “Courier from Warsaw” who revealed the tragic 
destiny of Polish Jews, the martyrdom of millions of Polish citizens of Jewish origin, to 
Churchill and Roosevelt, who remained deaf and did not undertake any action to rescue 
human lives, was the founder of the idea of “responsibility to protect”. Janusz Korczak 
was the inspiration for Poland to propose the Convention of the Rights of the Child which 
was finally approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations Nov. 20th, 1989.

Korczak’s concept of childhood: children are not the people of tomorrow, but they are 
people of today and have a right to be treated by adults (everyone!) with respect, as equals, 
was the main idea Poland presented in the draft of the UN Convention of the Right of the 
Child to the UN Commission on Human Rights in 1979 in New York. One of the most 
important of Korczak’s ideas which was considered as the foundation of the entire text of 
the Convention: a child as a citizen, as a subject of the law, not its object, is fundamental 
to our human rights civilization of today. It’s our common legacy which we are all obliged 
to promote and we are all obliged to defend. Janusz Korczak said: “…children deserve 
respect, confidence and kindness, that good is derived from them in the cheerful atmosphere 
of mild sensation, merry laughter, strenuous first efforts and surprises, pure, clear, lovable 
joys. Such work is lively, fruitful and attractive”. Please do follow the advice of the Good 
Doctor, an old Polish “intelligent” and make our world happy and peaceful.

Krzysztof Olendzki
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The “How to Love a Child” the Janusz Korczak Lecture Series would have been 
impossible without the financial support of the Edwina and Paul Heller Memorial 

Fund, the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland, the Faculty of Education at the 
University of British Columbia, the UBC Centennial Fund, Vancouver Foundation, Dr. 
Yosef Wosk, Mr. Robert Waisman, Dr. Andrew Ignaszewski and Mercedes Silverstar.

For their help and support, the organizers would like to express their sincere 
appreciation to:

Moderators

Dr. Charles Ungerleider  
Director of Research and Managing Partner of Directions Evidence and Policy Research 

Group, LLP.
Maria LeRose  

Program Consultant for the Dalai Lama Center for Peace and Education
Dr. Edward Kruk  

Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of British Columbia
Dr. Grant Charles  

Associate Professor at the School of Social Work at the University of British Columbia
Dr. Curren Warf  

Head of the Division of Adolescent Health and Medicine of the Department  
of Paediatrics of BC Children’s Hospital and UBC

Introductions

Dr. Blye Frank  
Dean and Professor, Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia

Dr. Krzysztof Olendzki  
Ambassadeur Titulaire, Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Vancouver

Lillian Boraks-Nemetz  
Author, Board Member the Janusz Korczak Association of Canada

Jerry Nussbaum  
President of the Janusz Korczak Association of Canada

Dr. Jo-Ann Archibald  
Associate Dean for Indigenous Education

Matthew Lee  
the Janusz Korczak Scholarship recipient for 2014/15

Marny Point  
Musqueam

Keynote Speakers

Mr. Irwin Elman  
Provincial Advocate for Children and Youth of Ontario President, Canadian Council  

of Child and Youth Advocates
Dr. Kimberly Schonert-Reichl  

Professor, Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia
Hon. Anne Cools  

Senator for Toronto Centre-York
Dr. Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond  

BC Representative for Children and Youth
Dr. Michael DeGagné  

President and Vice-Chancellor of Nipissing University
Dr. Gilles Julien  

Social paediatrician, president and founder of the Fondation du Dr Julien
Ms. Ardith (Walpetko We’dalks) Walkem  

Master of Laws
Dr. Christine Loock  

Children’s and Women’s Health Centre of British Columbia and Social Paediatrics 
RICHER Program leader

Dr. James Anglin  
Professor, School of Child and Youth Care, University of Victoria
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Panelists

Rachel Malek, James Copping, Jess Boon  
Members of Youth in Care Canada

Robin Kaebe, Salma Rafi, Alexander Corless 
Grade 6 students, Lord Roberts Elementary

Beverley Smith, Cecelia Reekie, Eugenea Couture  
representing the fields of child care, child protection and child custody

Kit Krieger  
Executive Director of the BC Principals’ and Vice-Principals’ Association

Dr. Ziba Vaghri  
Assistant Professor at the University of Victoria. Co-Chair of the Global Reference 

Group on Accountability to Children 
Dr. Curren Warf  

Department of Paediatrics of BC Children’s Hospital and UBC
Jules Wilson  

Executive Director for the Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks

Volunteers and Contributors

Professor Andrzej Wroblewski, Dr. Joanna Rotecka, Jim Erikson,  
Nicole Ptinis, Damian Skoczyk, Jane Cua, Anne Thomas,  

Dr. Anton Grunfeld, Michael Halber, Jessica Harvey, Jonathan Nussbaum

Steering Committee Members

Dr. Nancy Bell  
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Human and Social Development at the University  

of Victoria
Lillian Boraks-Nemetz 

Author, Board Member of the Janusz Korczak Association of Canada
Zoe Campbell  

Director of Development, Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia
Dr. Grant Charles  

Associate Professor at the School of Social Work at the University of British Columbia
Dr. Hillel Goelman  

Professor, Human Development, Learning, and Culture and the Interdisciplinary Studies 
Program at the University of British Columbia

Mari Kesselman 
Development Coordinator, Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia

Dr. Edward Kruk 
Associate Professor of Social Work at the University of British Columbia

Jerry Nussbaum (Chair) 
President of the Janusz Korczak Association of Canada

Dr. Ashley Roberts 
Division of Infectious Diseases, Clinical Assistant Professor of Paediatrics at the 

University of British Columbia
Dr. Kimberly Schonert-Reichl 

Professor in the Human Development, Learning, and Culture Program at University  
of British Columbia

Rabia Shahab 
Development Officer, Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia

Dr. Curren Warf 
Head of the Division of Adolescent Health and Medicine, Clinical Professor of 
Paediatrics of BC Children’s Hospital and the University of British Columbia







  


